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1799

Week Ending Friday, December 21, 2001

The President’s Radio Address
December 15, 2001

Good morning. As too many Americans
know firsthand, the economy began to slow
early last year, and terrorism has hit us hard.
Many workers have lost jobs, and others are
seeing their hours cut. The American people
want action to improve our economy, and so
do I.

More than 2 months, and more than
700,000 lost jobs ago, I proposed an eco-
nomic security package to help workers who
have been laid off and to take action to create
jobs and promote long-term economic
growth. The House of Representatives quick-
ly responded, passing its own legislation to
help jumpstart the economy. The Senate has
failed to act. And while the Senate has failed
to do its work, more and more Americans
have been thrown out of work.

To break the logjam in the Senate, I
reached out this week to moderate Demo-
crats and Republicans to build a consensus
that gave both parties some of what they want
and, most important, will give our economy
the boost it needs. This bipartisan package
will give workers who have lost a job since
the recession began last March an additional
13 weeks of unemployment benefits. It will
also help unemployed workers keep their
health insurance and will give Governors
greater resources and more flexibility to as-
sist those in need.

These new bipartisan measures help work-
ing families who are struggling to make ends
meet, giving up to $600 cash refund to low
income families who don’t earn enough to
pay income tax but still pay part of their in-
come in payroll taxes. And this plan helps
middle class families, couples earning ap-
proximately $60,000, and individuals earning
$40,000 by speeding up planned tax relief
for them, as well.

This installment of tax relief was scheduled
for 2004. Under this new idea, many middle

class families will see a rise in their take-
home pay in just a couple of weeks.

And finally, this agreement will create
jobs. Among other steps, it gives employers
incentives to invest in new equipment right
away. It lowers the tax rate for 10 million
small businesses and entrepreneurs, making
it easier for them to expand and grow and
hire new workers. It focuses on other policies
that will also increase investment and
produce new jobs.

This economic growth package is urgently
needed. Today the Federal Government’s
Council of Economic Advisers released a re-
port that estimates the bipartisan agreement
reached this week can save 300,000 Amer-
ican jobs that might otherwise be lost if we
fail to act.

Democrats and Republicans set aside par-
tisan politics to arrive at this agreement. They
want to get something done for America’s
workers. We believe this agreement has
enough votes to be approved by the United
States Senate, and I’m ready to sign it into
law. But first the Senate leader must sched-
ule a vote.

On behalf of the American workers and
our American economy, I call on the leader-
ship of the Senate to bring this bipartisan
economic recovery plan to a vote, to bring
help to unemployed workers and a crucial
boost to our economy.

The holidays are upon us, and time is run-
ning out. While some in Washington are
looking for reasons not to act, many in Con-
gress in both parties want to find a way to
get the job done. America’s workers are
counting on us.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:55 p.m. on
December 14 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
15. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 14 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
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1800 Dec. 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of the address.

Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act
December 14, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2002–05

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving
our embassy to Jerusalem.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 21, 2001]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 17, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
December 27.

Remarks in Honor of Eid al-Fitr and
an Exchange With Reporters
December 17, 2001

The President. Welcome. It’s good to see
everybody. Thank you all for coming. We
want to thank you for coming to the White
House to celebrate Eid. It’s so nice of you
to be here. It reminds us how much we all

have in common, how similar boys and girls
are, no matter what their religion may be.
So thanks for being here today. We’re really
thrilled you’re here.

Eid is a time of joy, after a season of fasting
and prayer and reflection. Each year, the end
of Ramadan means celebration and thanks-
giving for millions of Americans. And your
joy during this season enriches the life of our
great country. This year, Eid is celebrated
at the same time as Hanukkah and Advent.
So it’s a good time for people of these great
faiths, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity, to re-
member how much we have in common: de-
votion to family, a commitment to care for
those in need, a belief in God and His justice,
and the hope for peace on earth.

We also share a custom I know all of you
are excited about, and that’s giving gifts to
children. And after this is over, I have a little
gift for you from the White House. This sea-
son is meant to be a time of rejoicing as well
as a time of generosity. I’m proud that our
country, during Eid, is helping the people
of Afghanistan. And I’m proud that the chil-
dren of America, through America’s Fund for
Afghan Children, are giving food and clothes
and toys to the children of Afghanistan.

The people of Afghanistan have suffered
so much, and we’re committed to helping
them in their time of hardship and in their
time of need. These are challenging days for
our Nation, but holidays like this one remind
us about how much we have to be thankful
for and that God delights in joy and gen-
erosity of men and women and children. Peo-
ple of every faith are welcome here in the
people’s house. People of every background
are welcome to come here to the White
House.

I want to thank you all for coming, and
I’d like to go read—if you don’t mind, read
from a book to you. Is that okay? How about
that? Let’s go do that, and then we’ll go back
over here. We’ve got a special gift for you.

[At this point, the President read a poem enti-
tled, ‘‘Good Deeds.’’]

The President. Thank you all for coming.
We’re getting ready to leave. I may answer
a few questions if you have some. Stretch,
[Richard Keil, Bloomberg News] and then
Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated Press].
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1801Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Dec. 17

Usama bin Laden
Q. Mr. President, have you—with the

campaign against the Taliban winding down
to a very small area of Afghanistan, will you
consider this operation a success if Usama
bin Laden is at large?

The President. Usama bin Laden is going
to be brought to justice. It may happen to-
morrow; it may happen in a month; it may
happen in a year. But he is going to be
brought to justice. He’s on the run. He thinks
he can hide, but he can’t. We’ve been at this
operation now for about 21⁄2 months, and
we’ve made incredible progress. And one of
the objectives I’ve said, in this theater, in all
theaters for that matter, is that we want Al
Qaida killers brought to justice. And we’ll
bring him to justice.

Q. What do you know, sir, about whether
he’s still in Afghanistan? And have you spo-
ken to the Pakistani Government about help-
ing you to track him down if, in fact, he has
fled across the border?

The President. Well, the Pakistanis will
help us, and they are helping us look for not
only one—Usama bin Laden, but for all Al
Qaida murderers and killers. They will be
brought to justice. And it’s just a matter of
time, as far as I’m concerned. We’ve got all
kinds of reports that he’s in a cave, that he’s
not in a cave, that he’s escaped, that he hasn’t
escaped. And there’s all kinds of speculation.
But when the dust clears, we’ll find out
where he is, and he’ll be brought to justice.

Q. Will you order a military tribunal for
him?

The President. You know, one thing at
a time, Ron. I do have the option of military
tribunals, because I think it’s going to be a
way to protect national security matters. But
I’ll make that judgment when we bring him
to justice.

Anthrax Attacks
Q. On another matter, sir, have investiga-

tors concluded the anthrax used in the mail-
ings have a domestic source? Are you looking
for——

The President. Well, we’re still looking
on that. We’ve all got different feelings about
it. I—and we’re gathering as much informa-
tion. And as soon as we make definitive con-

clusions, we’ll share it with the American
people.

Counterterrorism Efforts
Q. [Inaudible]—what the next steps might

be in fighting terrorism in other countries
or regions?

The President. Yes, we’re looking. I
mean, any time there is somebody harboring
a killer or a terrorist, we will work with them
to bring those people to justice. And one of
the things I won’t do, of course, is tell the
enemy what our next move will be. I’m work-
ing to build—to keep our coalition strong.

Colin Powell and myself and others in the
administration are constantly talking to world
leaders to encourage them to cut off money
or disrupt killer cells that might be hiding
in their countries. We’ve made great
progress. We’ve arrested over—I think it’s
over 300 now. We’re beginning to shut down
financial institutions around the world.

Not every operation needs to be a military
operation to be successful against the ter-
rorist networks. And I’m pleased to tell you
that the coalition is working cooperatively.
And we’re sharing a lot of intelligence be-
tween nations, and it’s having effect.

Q. So might Iraq be next, probably?
The President. Oh, no, I’m not going to

tell the enemy what’s next. They just need
to know that so long as they plan, and have
got plans to murder innocent people, Amer-
ica will be breathing down their neck.

John Walker
Q. Mr. President, what are you learning

about John Walker’s involvement in the
Taliban or Al Qaida, and should he face the
death penalty if he’s found to be a——

The President. I’m going to let the appro-
priate law enforcement agencies make rec-
ommendations to me. He has been ques-
tioned, properly questioned by the U.S. Gov-
ernment. I have yet to see the transcript my-
self. But we’ll make the decision on what to
do with Mr. Walker. He is a U.S. citizen.
Obviously, I’ve said that U.S. citizens will not
go into military tribunals. And so we’ll make
the determination whether or not he stays
within the military system or comes into the
civil justice system, the civil system in Amer-
ica.
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1802 Dec. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Thank you all. Let’s go in here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
December 17, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated solution of
the Cyprus question covering the period Oc-
tober 1 through November 30, 2001. The
previous submission covered August 1
through September 30, 2001. The United
Nations continued in its efforts to sustain the
proximity talks that started in December
1999. The United States remains committed
to the United Nations effort to find a just
and lasting settlement to the Cyprus prob-
lem.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on De-
cember 18.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Education Reform Legislation
December 18, 2001

I commend Members of Congress for act-
ing boldly and in an overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan way to help make sure no child in Amer-
ica is left behind. These historic reforms will
improve our public schools by creating an
environment where every child can learn
through real accountability, unprecedented
flexibility for States and school districts,
greater local control, more options for par-
ents, and more funding for what works.

Many share in the credit for making these
reforms a reality. I look forward to standing
side by side with the bipartisan leadership,

Congressman Boehner, Senator Kennedy,
Senator Gregg, and Congressman Miller,
early next year and signing these important
reforms into law.

By putting aside partisan differences and
working to find common ground, we can get
things done so that all our children have the
opportunity for a better and brighter future.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Transportation and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2002
December 18, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2299,
the ‘‘Department of Transportation and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002.’’

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The bill abides
by the agreed upon aggregate funding level
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and sup-
ports several of my Administration’s key ini-
tiatives with:

• $140 million for border safety to ensure
an open border for trade between the
United States and Mexico through the
establishment of an inspection and cer-
tification system that will ensure a high
level of motor carrier safety;

• $5 billion for Coast Guard operations
and capital expenses, including $243
million to support expanded drug inter-
diction efforts as authorized in the
Western Hemisphere Drug Elimination
Act;

• $1.2 billion for the newly created Trans-
portation Security Administration to en-
hance airport and aircraft security;

• $32.8 billion for key highway infrastruc-
ture and safety initiatives in compliance
with authorized levels;

• $10.2 billion for aviation operations and
airport improvement grants to expand
safety, security, and capacity; and

• $6.7 billion for mass transit grants and
capital programs.

Several provisions in the bill purport to re-
quire congressional approval before execu-
tive branch execution of aspects of the bill.
I will interpret such provisions to require no-
tification only, since any other interpretation
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1803Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Dec. 18

would contradict the Supreme Court ruling
in INS v. Chadha.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 2299, approved December 18, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–87.

Proclamation 7515—To Modify the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States, To Provide Rules of
Origin Under the North American
Free Trade Agreement for Affected
Goods, and for Other Purposes
December 18, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Section 1205(a) of the Omnibus Trade

and Competitiveness Act of 1988 (the ‘‘1988
Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 3005(a)) directs the United
States International Trade Commission (the
‘‘Commission’’) to keep the Harmonized Tar-
iff Schedule of the United States (HTS)
under continuous review and periodically to
recommend to the President such modifica-
tions in the HTS as the Commission con-
siders necessary or appropriate to accomplish
the purposes set forth in that subsection. The
Commission has recommended modifica-
tions to the HTS pursuant to sections 1205(c)
and (d) of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 3005(c)
and (d)) to conform the HTS to amendments
made to the International Convention on the
Harmonized Commodity Description and
Coding System (the ‘‘Convention’’).

2. Section 1206(a) of the 1988 Act (19
U.S.C. 3006(a)) authorizes the President to
proclaim modifications to the HTS, based on
the recommendations of the Commission
under section 1205 of the 1988 Act (19
U.S.C. 3005), if he determines that the modi-
fications are in conformity with the obliga-
tions of the United States under the Conven-
tion and do not run counter to the national
economic interest of the United States. I
have determined that the modifications to
the HTS proclaimed in this proclamation
pursuant to section 1206(a) are in conformity

with the obligations of the United States
under the Convention and do not run
counter to the national economic interest of
the United States.

3. (a) Presidential Proclamation 6641 of
December 15, 1993, implemented the North
American Free Trade Agreement (the
‘‘NAFTA’’) with respect to the United States
and, pursuant to sections 201 and 202 of the
North American Free Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act (the ‘‘NAFTA Implemen-
tation Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 3331 and 3332), in-
corporated in the HTS the tariff modifica-
tions and rules of origin necessary or appro-
priate to carry out the NAFTA.

(b) Because the substance of the changes
to the Convention will be reflected in slightly
differing form in the national tariff schedules
of the three parties to the NAFTA, the rules
of origin and interpretative rules set forth in
Appendix 6.A of Annex 300–B, Annex 401,
and Annex 403.1 to the NAFTA must be
changed to ensure that the tariff and certain
other treatment accorded under the NAFTA
to originating goods will continue to be pro-
vided under the tariff categories that are
being modified to reflect the amendments
to the Convention. The NAFTA parties have
agreed to make these changes.

4. Section 202 of the NAFTA Implementa-
tion Act provides rules for determining
whether goods imported into the United
States originate in the territory of a NAFTA
party and thus are eligible for the tariff and
other treatment contemplated under the
NAFTA. Section 202(q) of the NAFTA Im-
plementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3332(q)) au-
thorizes the President to proclaim the rules
of origin set out in the NAFTA and any sub-
ordinate tariff categories necessary to carry
out the NAFTA Implementation Act con-
sistent with the NAFTA.

5. I have determined that the modifica-
tions to the HTS proclaimed in this procla-
mation pursuant to sections 201 and 202 of
the NAFTA Implementation Act are nec-
essary in order to ensure that the tariff and
certain other treatment accorded under the
NAFTA, including previously proclaimed
staged reductions in rates of duty, will con-
tinue to be given to NAFTA originating
goods under tariff categories that are being
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1804 Dec. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

modified to reflect the amendments to the
Convention.

6. Presidential Proclamation 6763 of De-
cember 23, 1994, implemented with respect
to the United States the trade agreements
resulting from the Uruguay Round of multi-
lateral trade negotiations, including Schedule
XX-United States of America, annexed to the
Marrakesh Protocol to the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (‘‘Schedule
XX’’), that were entered into pursuant to sec-
tions 1102(a) and (e) of the 1988 Act (19
U.S.C. 2902(a) and (e)) and approved in sec-
tion 101(a) of the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments Act (URAA) (19 U.S.C. 3511(a)).

7. Pursuant to the authority provided in
section 111 of the URAA (19 U.S.C. 3521)
and sections 1102(a) and (e) of the 1988 Act,
Proclamation 6763 included the staged re-
ductions in rates of duty that the President
determined to be necessary or appropriate
to carry out the concessions set forth in
Schedule XX. In order to ensure the continu-
ation of such staged reductions in rates of
duty for imported goods under tariff cat-
egories that are being modified to reflect the
amendments to the Convention, I have de-
termined that additional modifications to the
HTS are necessary or appropriate to carry
out the duty reductions previously pro-
claimed, including certain technical or con-
forming changes within the tariff schedule.

8. Presidential Proclamation 7351 of Octo-
ber 2, 2000, implemented section 211 of the
United States-Caribbean Basin Trade Part-
nership Act (title II of Public Law 106–200,
114 Stat. 286) (CBTPA), in order to provide
certain preferential tariff treatment to eligi-
ble articles that are the product of any coun-
try that the President has designated as a
‘‘CBTPA beneficiary country’’ and that has
satisfied the requirements of section
213(b)(4)(A)(ii) of the Caribbean Basin Eco-
nomic Recovery Act (CBERA) (19 U.S.C.
2703(b)(4)(A)(ii)). Section 213(b)(3) of the
CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(3)) provides that
the tariff treatment accorded at any time
under the CBTPA to any article referred to
in section 213(b)(1)(B) through (F) of the
CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(1)(B) through
(F)) that is a CBTPA originating good shall
be identical to the tariff treatment that is ac-
corded at such time under Annex 302.2 of

the NAFTA to an article described in the
same 8-digit subheading of the HTS that is
a good of Mexico and is imported into the
United States.

9. Pursuant to section 213(b) of the
CBERA, Proclamation 7351 included the
staged reductions in rates of duty that the
President determined to be necessary or ap-
propriate to provide such identical tariff
treatment to CBTPA originating goods. In
order to ensure the continuation of such
staged reductions in rates of duty for im-
ported goods under tariff categories that are
being modified to reflect the amendments
to the Convention and the conforming
changes in the NAFTA rules of origin, I have
determined that additional modifications to
the HTS are necessary or appropriate to
carry out the duty reductions previously pro-
claimed.

10. Presidential Proclamation 7512 of De-
cember 7, 2001, implemented with respect
to the United States the Agreement Between
the United States of America and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan on the Estab-
lishment of a Free Trade Area (JFTA), which
was entered into on October 24, 2000, and
implemented pursuant to section 101 of the
United States-Jordan Free Trade Area Im-
plementation Act (the ‘‘JFTA Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2112 Note). That proclamation in-
cluded the staged reductions in rates of duty
that I determined to be necessary or appro-
priate to carry out the concessions set forth
in Annex 2.1 to the JFTA. In order to ensure
the continuation of such staged reductions
in rates of duty for originating goods under
tariff categories that are being modified to
reflect the amendments to the Convention,
I have determined that additional modifica-
tions to the HTS are necessary or appropriate
to carry out the duty reductions previously
proclaimed.

11. Section 201(b) of the NAFTA Imple-
mentation Act (19 U.S.C. 3331(b)) authorizes
the President, subject to the consultation and
layover requirements of section 103(a) of the
NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C.
3313(a)), to proclaim accelerated schedules
of duty elimination that the United States
may agree to with Mexico or Canada. Con-
sistent with Article 302(3) of the NAFTA, I,
through my duly empowered representative,
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1805Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Dec. 18

have entered into an agreement with the
Government of Mexico providing for an ac-
celerated schedule of duty elimination for
specific goods of Mexico.

12. Pursuant to section 201(b) of the
NAFTA Implementation Act, I have deter-
mined that the modifications herein pro-
claimed of duties on goods originating in the
territory of a NAFTA party are necessary or
appropriate to maintain the general level of
reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to Mexico provided for
by the NAFTA, and to carry out the agree-
ment with Mexico providing an accelerated
schedule of duty elimination for specific
goods. Pursuant to section 213(b)(3)(A) of
the CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(3)), I have
determined that the rates of duty resulting
from the accelerated schedule of duty elimi-
nation for specific goods of Mexico should
also apply to CBTPA originating goods de-
scribed in the same 8-digit subheadings of
the HTS.

13. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C.
2483), authorizes the President to embody
in the HTS the substance of the relevant pro-
visions of that Act, of other acts affecting im-
port treatment, and actions thereunder, in-
cluding the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including section 604 of the 1974 Act,
sections 1102, 1205, and 1206 of the 1988
Act, section 213 of the CBERA, sections 201
and 202 of the NAFTA Implementation Act,
section 111 of the URAA, and section 101
of the JFTA Act, do hereby proclaim:

(1) In order to modify the HTS to conform
it to the Convention or any amendment
thereto recommended for adoption, to pro-
mote the uniform application of the Conven-
tion, to establish additional subordinate tariff
categories to carry out modifications to the
rules of origin under the NAFTA, and to
make technical and conforming changes to
existing provisions, the HTS is modified as
set forth in Annex I to this proclamation.

(2) In order to modify the rules of origin
under the NAFTA to reflect the modifica-
tions to the HTS being made to conform it
to the Convention and to make certain con-
forming changes, general note 12 to the HTS
is further modified as provided in Annex II
to this proclamation.

(3) In order to provide for the continuation
of previously proclaimed staged duty reduc-
tions in the Rates of Duty 1-General sub-
column under section 111(a) of the URAA,
as provided in Presidential Proclamation
6763, for goods classifiable in the provisions
modified by Annex I to this proclamation that
are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after each of the dates
specified in section A of Annex III to this
proclamation, the rate of duty in the HTS
set forth in the Rates of Duty 1-General sub-
column for each of the HTS subheadings
enumerated in section A of Annex III shall
be deleted and the rate of duty provided in
such section inserted in lieu thereof.

(4) In order to provide for the continuation
of previously proclaimed staged duty reduc-
tions in the Rates of Duty 1-Special sub-
column for originating goods of Mexico
under the NAFTA that are classifiable in the
provisions modified by Annex I to this procla-
mation and entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after each
of the dates specified in section B of Annex
III to this proclamation, the rate of duty in
the HTS set forth in the Rates of Duty 1-
Special subcolumn for each of the HTS sub-
headings enumerated in section B of Annex
III shall be deleted and the rate of duty pro-
vided in such section inserted in lieu thereof.

(5) In order to provide for the continuation
of previously proclaimed staged duty reduc-
tions in the Rates of Duty 1-Special sub-
column for originating goods of CBTPA ben-
eficiary countries that are classifiable in the
provisions modified by Annex I to this procla-
mation and entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after each
of the dates specified in section C of Annex
III to this proclamation, the rate of duty in
the HTS set forth in the Rates of Duty 1-
Special subcolumn for each of the HTS sub-
headings enumerated in section C of Annex
III shall be deleted and the rate of duty pro-
vided in such section inserted in lieu thereof.
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(6) In order to provide for the continuation
of previously proclaimed staged duty reduc-
tions in the Rates of Duty 1-Special sub-
column for originating goods of Jordan under
the JFTA that are classifiable in the provi-
sions modified by Annex I to this proclama-
tion and entered, or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption, on or after each of
the dates specified in section D of Annex III
to this proclamation, the rate of duty in the
HTS set forth in the Rates of Duty 1-Special
subcolumn for each of the HTS subheadings
enumerated in section D of Annex III shall
be deleted and the rate of duty provided in
such section inserted in lieu thereof.

(7) In order to provide an accelerated
schedule of duty elimination for specific
goods of Mexico under the terms of general
note 12 to the HTS, and to provide identical
tariff treatment for originating goods of a
CBTPA beneficiary country provided for in
the same HTS subheading, the special tariff
treatment set forth in the HTS for the perti-
nent subheadings is modified as provided in
Annex IV to this proclamation.

(8) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(9)(a) The modifications and technical rec-
tifications to the HTS made by Annexes I
and II to this proclamation shall be effective
with respect to goods entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after
the later of (i) January 1, 2002, or (ii) the
15th day after the date of publication of this
proclamation in the Federal Register.

(b) The modifications made by Annexes
III and IV to this proclamation shall be effec-
tive with respect to goods entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on
or after the respective dates specified in each
section of such Annexes for the goods de-
scribed therein.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of December,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 19, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 26.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
December 19, 2001

Economic Stimulus Package
I am proud to report that members of both

political parties and both bodies of Congress
have come to an agreement as to how to stim-
ulate our economy and how to take care of
people in need, people who have lost their
job.

I’m proud of the Members around this
table for making the conscious decision to
work together to answer some serious needs
that face our country. A lot of people have
lost their jobs and don’t have health care,
and the people around this table said, ‘‘I want
to do something about it,’’ and they proposed
a very constructive, real plan.

A lot of people around this table under-
stand that in the long term we’ve got to make
sure our economy grows. And so we’ve pro-
vided stimulus to the economy, most of
which affects middle-class America. The in-
come tax rate reduction affects those making
$27,000 to $65,000 a year, hard-working
Americans who could use help coming into
the holiday season.

I can’t thank the chairman, the Speaker,
the leaders around this table for recognizing
that there’s something more important than
politics, and that’s to do our jobs, to recog-
nize we have a serious problem and address
it and solve the problem.

This bill can pass both bodies. This bill
will pass the House; it’s got enough votes to
pass the Senate. And therefore, I look for-
ward to working with both bodies in any way
I can to convince those who are reluctant
to get a bill done that this makes sense for
America, so we can leave for Christmas
knowing full-well that we’ve done the peo-
ple’s business.

Again, congratulations to you all. I want
to thank you for your work, thank you for
your care for America. Thank you all.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in the
Speaker’s office at the Capitol. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks on Viewing the ‘‘Spirit of
Louisiana’’ Firetruck for New York
City
December 19, 2001

Gov. Mike Foster. And now, Chief, it’s
your turn. That’s an intro. [Laughter]

President Bush. I guess he meant Com-
mander in Chief. [Laughter]

Governor Foster. I just called you
‘‘Chief’’; you’re big into nicknames. [Laugh-
ter]

President Bush. Well, Governor, thanks
for coming. You know, I always love Lou-
isiana, and I love the people of Louisiana.
And I always knew the people of Louisiana
were a little different—[laughter]—in a good
way. And you just showed the Nation why.

So I want to welcome you all for coming.
Thanks for being here, Mike, and it’s good
to see the first lady, too. Welcome to the
White House, and welcome you all.

This ‘‘Spirit of Louisiana’’ truck really does
show the deep concern of the good folks of
Louisiana. Everybody in our Nation realized
on September 11th, we were all affected.
They might have hit right around the corner
here, and they might have hit in New York
City, but it affected all of us. And the good
people of Louisiana realize that.

I particularly love this story, about how
Ronnie decides to do something on behalf
of the fellow citizens. So he gets on the
phone and calls a local radio personality—
the Governor. [Laughter] And out of that
came a huge volunteer effort in the State of
Louisiana to provide help and aid to the good
people of New York City.

And I think the Americans need to under-
stand that this is the kind of story that makes
our country so unique and so different. It’s
a story that makes me so proud to be the
President of such a great—such great land.

I want to thank Senator for coming; thank
you, Mary, for being here. I want to thank
the two Congressmen for being here; John
and David, thank you all for coming. Wel-
come. I want to thank all the volunteers who

worked on this project. I want to thank the
firefighters and police officers from the State
of Louisiana who’ve come. You obviously
represent a noble profession and a profession
that really knows no borders. And you’re on
your way to express your solidarity with peo-
ple who fight fires. They may talk with a dif-
ferent accent, but they share the same dan-
gers. And I appreciate you all coming, and
I know people in New York City are really
anxious to have you up there.

One of the things I like to remind the
enemy is, you thought you were going to
change America when you hit us; you
thought, by your actions and by your attacks,
that somehow this Nation was so soft that
we didn’t know how to respond. And they’re
paying a terrible price for their miscalcula-
tion. We’re making great progress in the first
theater of this long war to rout terror where
it may exist.

I’m really proud of our military. I’m proud
of the job they’re doing. I’m proud of the
fact that we’ve set a clear goal with certain
objectives, and those objectives are being
met.

I know the Governor likes to hunt rabbits
down in Louisiana. Sometimes those rabbits
think they can hide from the Governor, but
eventually, he smokes them out and gets
them. And that’s exactly what is happening
to Mr. bin Laden and all the murderers that
he’s trying to hide in Afghanistan.

But the other thing that the terrorist
doesn’t understand was how strong our—the
strength of America. They didn’t understand
that. And the strength of America is our citi-
zens: citizens who love each other; citizens
who are decent; citizens who, when called
upon, can respond to any adversity.

And that’s exactly what’s happening here
on the White House lawn today. People from
all walks of life, all political parties, some of
who probably have never been to New York
City before, have said, ‘‘What can I do to
help? How can I help somebody whose lives
have been adversely affected by the evil
ones?’’ And behind me sits the answer, one
beautiful, well-manufactured truck, made by
an entrepreneur in Louisiana who asked his
people to work overtime, and they did, to
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deliver it here today. I know I speak on be-
half of all Americans: Thank you for what
you’re doing.

No, they roused a mighty nation. They
roused a mighty nation, and we will not be
stopped. We’re not going to be stopped over-
seas, and we’re sure not going to be stopped
here at home.

I hope every family here and all the folks
who volunteered to make this happen have
a wonderful holiday season. May God bless
your families, and may God continue to bless
America. Thank you for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. M.J. ‘‘Mike’’ Foster, Jr., of
Louisiana, and his wife, Alice; Ronald Goldman,
who initiated the idea of the ‘‘Spirit of Louisiana’’;
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
organization; and Chris Ferrara, president and
chief executive officer, Ferrara Fire Apparatus,
Inc.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Aeronautics and Space Activities
December 19, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit this report on the

Nation’s achievements in aeronautics and
space during Fiscal Year (FY) 2000, as re-
quired under section 206 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 2476). Aeronautics and
space activities involved 11 contributing de-
partments and agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and the results of their ongoing re-
search and development affect the Nation in
many ways.

A wide variety of aeronautics and space
developments took place during FY 2000.
The National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA) successfully completed four
Space shuttle flights. In terms of robotic
space flights, there were 24 U.S. expendable
launch vehicle launches in FY 2000. Five of
these launches were NASA-managed mis-
sions, nine were Department of Defense
(DoD)-managed missions, and eight were
FAA-licensed commercial launches. In addi-
tion, NASA flew one payload as a secondary

payload on one of the FAA-licensed commer-
cial launches. This year, two new launch vehi-
cles debuted: the Lockheed Martin Atlas
IIIA and the Boeing Delta III, each serving
as transition vehicles leading the way for the
new generation of evolved expendable
launch vehicles.

Scientists also made some dramatic new
discoveries in various space-related fields
such as space science, Earth science and re-
mote sensing, and life and microgravity
science. In aerospace, achievements included
the demonstration of technologies that will
reduce the environmental impact of aircraft
operations, reinvigorate the general aviation
industry, improve the safety and efficiency
of U.S. commercial airlines and air traffic
control system, and reduce the future cost
of access to space.

The United States also entered into many
new agreements for cooperation with its
international partners around the world in
many areas of space activity.

Thus, FY 2000 was a very successful one
for U.S. aeronautics and space programs. Ef-
forts in these areas have contributed signifi-
cantly to the Nation’s scientific and technical
knowledge, international cooperation, a
healthier environment, and a more competi-
tive economy.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 19, 2001.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 20.

Remarks to Martha’s Table
Leaders and Volunteers
December 20, 2001

Thank you all. It must be hard to describe
how to cause people to love one another,
which is precisely why this program is so
meaningful and so real to people. I’m here
because I want the American people to un-
derstand the greatest gift they can give this
holiday season is to programs such as Mar-
tha’s Table.

We’re such a generous nation, and after
September the 11th, people gave very gener-
ously to those whose lives were affected as
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a result of the terrorist activity. But unfortu-
nately, contributions to organizations, com-
munity-based organizations all aimed at help-
ing brothers and sisters in need, have fallen
off.

And so my wish for Christmas, for the holi-
day season, is for our country to be at peace,
to be protected, that our men and women
overseas are protected, but that the great
generosity of Americans come to the surface
again to help people whose sole purpose is
to say, ‘‘What can I do to help somebody?
What can I do? How can I live the Biblical
admonition to treat somebody just like I’d
like to be treated myself?’’

I want to thank the leadership of this great
program. It’s a pretty strong leadership. First
of all, they got my mother to come—[laugh-
ter]—who said, ‘‘When you get up there, you
make sure you go by Martha’s Table.’’ I said,
‘‘Yes, ma’am.’’ [Laughter] And by the way,
I’m going to see her Saturday, and I look
forward to telling her you’re doing great. I
got to see the expansion, the new addition
to this program. And I want to congratulate
the members of the board and the hard work-
ers who’ve gone out to raise the money to
see that the expansion came to be. I want
to thank all the volunteers who are here.

You know, part of my vision for a better
America is that our country understands the
power of faith-based and community-based
organizations—and government should do
everything it can to facilitate their expansion
all around the country—that a lot of times
faith can do things that others can’t. And
while governments should never promote a
particular religion, governments should not
fear faith and should welcome those pro-
grams based upon faith, because government
couldn’t possibly duplicate what goes on in-
side this building. There is no way that our
Government could mandate love. I used to
tell people, I wish I could make people love
one another, and I’d sign the bill, but that’s
not the way life works. What happens is,
dedicated citizens decide they’re going to do
something to embetter the community in
which they live and, without government,
say, ‘‘Let’s go. Let’s roll. Let’s make it hap-
pen.’’ And that’s what’s happened here at
Martha’s Table.

So I urge my fellow citizens to find ways
to contribute not only time but money. In-
stead of giving a gift this year, for example,
one of the things I hope people do instead
of sending Laura and me something, if they
choose to do so, I would hope they would
figure out a way to help a community, a char-
itable-based organization. It would be the
best gift you could possibly give us. If they’re
trying to send Barney a gift, they ought to
send it to a charitable-based organization.
That would make our hearts feel great, and
I know it would help people in need.

And while we’re here in this joyous season,
we’ve also got to remember, people hurt in
our society. And as a result of September
the 11th, people have lost work. And I’m
worried about that. I’ve been working hard
to try to get the Congress to take care of
unemployed people, people who lost their
jobs.

I thought we made pretty good progress
yesterday when Republicans and Democrats
decided to set aside the typical partisanship
that takes place in Washington and put a
pretty good package out there—not a pretty
good, a real good package—that said that
we’re going to extend the unemployment
benefits for displaced workers; that we’re
going to help people with health care needs
in a significant way; over $30 billion to help
unemployed people take care of themselves
during this period of national tragedy.

As well, in the package that passed the
House of Representatives, there are ways to
stimulate small business growth. And the
truth of the matter is, we’ve got to figure
out ways to create jobs in America. A job
is the best thing that you can do to help any-
body.

And unfortunately, that particular piece of
legislation was declared dead before it even
got to the Senate floor, even though I’m con-
fident that, if it was ever voted on, it would
pass. I think we need to pass that bill. I think,
for the good of the American people, that
bill ought to get out of the United States Sen-
ate and get to my desk so that we can help
the unemployed people and help grow jobs.

And I hope, as well, next year when we
come back, that the Faith-Based Initiative
passes. I think this—again, this isn’t a par-
tisan issue; this is a good American issue. This

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 08:00 Dec 27, 2001 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P51DET4.021 pfrm09 PsN: P51DET4



1810 Dec. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

is an issue that will help people. And that’s
what I want to see. I want to see people in
need have hope, people who live with despair
in their lives have sunshine. And I know how
to get it done, and that is to encourage places
like Martha’s Table to flourish and grow.

My fellow Americans need to know that
as we head into this time of joy, that our
Nation is doing everything we can to protect
our citizens, that we’ll be on alert during the
holiday season, that if we have any hint any-
body wants to hurt us, we’ll respond, to make
sure that the good citizens of our land are
able to celebrate peacefully with their fami-
lies.

I wish everybody a happy holiday season.
I want to thank you all for giving me the
chance to come by a place of love and com-
passion. I want to thank you for what you
do, on behalf of all Americans.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:34 p.m. in the
upstairs after-school program room at Martha’s
Table. In his remarks, he referred to his mother,
Barbara Bush, and his dog Barney.

Remarks Announcing Action Against
the Terrorists’ International
Financial Network
December 20, 2001

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I’m honored to be joined by the Secretary
of State and the Secretary of the Treasury.
The Secretary of Treasury will stay over
afterwards to answer any questions you have
on this particular initiative that we’ll be an-
nouncing today.

This is the 100th day of our campaign
against global terrorism. And in those 100
days, we’ve accomplished much. We’ve built
a broad international coalition against terror,
and I want to thank the Secretary of State
for his hard work. We broke the Taliban’s
grip on Afghanistan. We took the war to the
Al Qaida terrorists. We’re securing our air-
ways. We’re defending our homeland. And
we’re attacking the terrorists’ international fi-
nancial network, and I want to thank the Sec-
retary of the Treasury for his hard work.

Today I’m announcing two more strikes
against the financing of terror. We know that

Al Qaida would like to obtain nuclear, chem-
ical, and biological weapons. And we know
that oftentimes they do not act alone. Al
Qaida has international supporters, and some
of those supporters hide themselves in the
disguise of charity.

Last year a former official of the Pakistani
Atomic Energy Commission set up an organi-
zation known as the UTN. UTN claims to
serve the hungry and needy of Afghanistan.
But it was the UTN that provided informa-
tion about nuclear weapons to Al Qaida. So
today I’m adding UTN and three of its direc-
tors to our list of terrorist-supporting finan-
cial organizations and individuals. We’re
issuing orders to block any of their assets
within U.S. jurisdiction and putting the world
on notice that anyone who continues to do
business with UTN and its principal figures
will not do business with the United States.

Since September the 11th, we’ve wit-
nessed a series of terrorist attacks aimed at
the United States and our friends around the
world: anthrax mailings here at home; suicide
bombings against Israel; and only last week,
an armed attack on the Indian Parliament.
The legislature of the world’s largest democ-
racy, a nation founded on the principles of
freedom of speech, freedom of worship, was
ruthlessly attacked. The terrorists killed eight
innocent people. If their mission had suc-
ceeded, they would have kidnapped and
killed many of India’s elected representa-
tives.

Last week’s attack was only the most re-
cent terrorist assault on the institutions of In-
dian democracy. More than 30 people were
killed in a car bombing of the State Legisla-
tive Assembly in Srinagar on October the 1st.
These attacks on India’s Parliament buildings
remind us that, whatever grievances or
causes the terrorists may cite, their real tar-
get is democracy and freedom.

The United States condemns these ter-
rorist attacks against India. And we extend
our sympathies and friendship to the families
of the murdered.

American power will be used against all
terrorists of global reach. So today I’m adding
another terrorist organization to the list of
those whose assets are blocked by my Execu-
tive order. Lashkar-e-Tayyiba is an extremist
group based in Kashmir. LET is a stateless
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sponsor of terrorism, and it hopes to destroy
relations between Pakistan and India and to
undermine Pakistani President Musharraf.
To achieve its purpose, LET has committed
acts of terrorism inside both India and Paki-
stan. LET is a terrorist organization that pre-
sents a global threat. And I look forward to
working with the Governments of both India
and Pakistan in a common effort to shut it
down and to bring the killers to justice.

I’m optimistic about the future of our
struggle against terror. I know we’ve accom-
plished a lot so far, and we’ve got a lot more
to do. Over the past 100 days, we and our
British allies and others in the coalition have
destroyed at least 11 terrorist training camps
inside Afghanistan, terrorist factories that
produce thousands of trained operatives.
We’ve also destroyed 39 Taliban command
and control sites. Senior Al Qaida and
Taliban officials have been captured or killed,
and potential escape routes for the survivors
are constantly being blocked to prevent the
cowards from running.

American, Australian, and German aid
workers held hostage by the Taliban have
been liberated. We’ve dropped some 2.5 mil-
lion humanitarian rations to the hungry peo-
ple inside Afghanistan.

Our attack on terrorist finances is pro-
gressing. The assets of more than 150 known
terrorists, their organizations, and their bank-
ers have been frozen by the United States.
One hundred forty-two countries have issued
freezing orders of their own. The result:
More than $33 million in terrorist assets have
been blocked inside the United States; more
than $33 million more have been blocked
abroad by our partners in the international
coalition.

At home, we’ve created a new Office of
Homeland Security, under my friend Tom
Ridge, and worked with Congress to provide
more than $20 billion to safeguard our terri-
tory. New airline security legislation has been
signed into law. Our law enforcement agen-
cies are protecting our safety, while respect-
ing the constitutional rights of our citizens.
We listed the 22 most wanted foreign terror-
ists. We’re reorganizing the INS so it can
more effectively prevent the entry into the

United States by those who want to threaten
our national security.

We arrested one of the murderers of the
September 5, 1986 hijacking of Pan Am
Flight 73, showing would-be terrorists and
current terrorists that we have a long mem-
ory, that we’re patient, that if you think you
can hide, we’ll come and find you and bring
you to justice. We made the first indictment
against the terrorists, those murderers of
September the 11th.

We and our coalition have done much in
the past 100 days. And with the help of free-
dom-loving countries around the world, we
will do much more to rid the world of evil
and of terrorists.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, can you tell us where

you are, sir, on your deliberations over John
Walker, and have you ruled out a charge of
treason?

The President. I’m heading into the Oval
Office.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bushir-ud-Din Mahmood, founder
and director, and Abdul Majeed and S.M. Tufail,
directors, Umma Tameer-e-Nau (UTN); and
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. A re-
porter referred to John Walker, a U.S. citizen who
fought for the Taliban in Afghanistan.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
Economic Stimulus Package

December 20, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives
for its leadership in passing an economic se-
curity package that will help workers and get
our economy growing. This bipartisan plan
will help ensure that workers have access to
health care and unemployment benefits, that
new jobs will be created, and that people will
have more money in their pockets. For the
sake of America’s workers, I call on the Sen-
ate to act now on this plan, which can pass
the Senate with a bipartisan majority if it is
brought up for a vote. If this bipartisan bill
gets to my desk, I will sign it.
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Message on the Observance of
Christmas 2001

December 20, 2001

Christmas is a time of wonder and joy, of
generosity and peace, that brings family and
friends together in celebration and song. We
sing old hymns and familiar carols, we show
love for others in the giving of gifts, and we
observe the hallowed traditions that make
the season special. This year in the midst of
extraordinary times, our Nation has shown
the world that though there is great evil,
there is a greater good. Americans have given
of themselves, sacrificing to help others and
showing the spirit of love and sharing that
is so much a part of the Christmas season.

According to the Gospel of Luke, two
thousand years ago, the savior of mankind
came into the world. Christians believe that
Jesus’ birth was the incarnation of God on
earth, opening the door to new hope and
eternal life. At Christmastime, Christians cel-
ebrate God’s love revealed to the world
through Christ. And the message of Jesus is
one that all Americans can embrace this holi-
day season—to love one another.

This Christmas we remember those who
are without their loved ones. They continue
to be in our hearts and prayers. May they
experience peace, and may they find hope.
And as we again celebrate Christ’s birth, may
the glorious light of God’s goodness and love
shine forth from our land.

Laura joins me in wishing you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. May
God’s blessings of peace be upon us and
upon the world.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Executive Order 13248—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate a Dispute Between
United Airlines, Inc., and Its
Mechanics and Related Employees
Represented by the International
Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers
December 20, 2001

A dispute exists between United Airlines,
Inc., and its employees represented by the
International Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers.

The dispute has not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151–188)
(the ‘‘Act’’).

In the judgment of the National Mediation
Board, this dispute threatens substantially to
interrupt interstate commerce to a degree
that would deprive sections of the country
of essential transportation service.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tions 10 and 201 of the Act (45 U.S.C. 160
and 181), it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of the Board
(Board). There is established, effective De-
cember 21, 2001, a Board of three members
to be appointed by the President to inves-
tigate and report on this dispute. No member
may be pecuniarily or otherwise interested
in any organization of airline employees or
any air carrier. The Board shall perform its
functions subject to the availability of funds.

Sec. 2. Report. The Board shall report to
the President with respect to this dispute
within 30 days of its creation.

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by section 10 of the Act, from the date
of the creation of the Board and for 30 days
after the Board has submitted its report to
the President, no change in the conditions
out of which the dispute arose shall be made
by the parties to the controversy, except by
the agreement of the parties.
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Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board.

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon the submission of the report pro-
vided for in section 2 of this order.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 20, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 26, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on December 27.

Executive Order 13240—Council of
Europe in Respect of the Group of
States Against Corruption
December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, including section 1 of the
International Organizations Immunities Act
(22 U.S.C. 288) (the ‘‘Act’’), and having
found that the Council of Europe in Respect
of the Group of States Against Corruption
(GRECO) is a public international organiza-
tion in which the United States participates
within the meaning of the Act, I hereby des-
ignate GRECO as a public international or-
ganization entitled to enjoy the privileges, ex-
emptions, and immunities conferred by the
Act. This designation is not intended to
abridge in any respect privileges, exemptions,
or immunities that such organization may
have acquired or may acquire by inter-
national agreement or by law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 21,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Remarks on the New Oval Office
Carpet and an Exchange With
Reporters
December 21, 2001

Review of 2001
The President. Don’t step on the new

rug! [Laughter]
We wanted you to see the new rug. It’s

a tradition for each President to design a rug.
And Laura helped design this rug, and I think
she did a fantastic job, as you can see. It’s
just beautiful.

That’s the seal in the middle. The border
here has got a little Texan in it.

The First Lady. We have the Lone Star.
The President. The Lone Star. The rays

are, I think, very dramatic. And so we wanted
you to come by and take a look at it.

The other thing is, it’s been an extraor-
dinary year for us. We will continue to ask
the good Lord’s blessings on America during
the holiday season, particularly on those who
suffered incredible loss. And we—I hope our
soldiers are safe overseas. We appreciate the
job they do.

I’m real proud of how the administration
and our Government has responded to the
attacks on America: Got a good strategy in
the first phase of the war, to rout terror; held
the doctrine that says that we will bring the
murderers to justice and we will hold those
accountable who help the murderers; re-
sponded quickly to threats to our homeland.
Tom Ridge is doing a really good job in co-
ordinating with those whose job it is to keep
America safe.

Every morning I come into the desk, and
I would read the threat assessments to Amer-
ica. And it reminds me that my most impor-
tant job of all is to protect the American peo-
ple from further attack.

On the domestic front, I’m really pleased
with what’s happened in the Congress to get
the education bill, a significant piece of edu-
cation reform that believes that the Nation
should have high standards for every single
child and that we ought to make sure that
when we spend money that there’s results.
And along those lines, we also—this bill
trusts the local governments to make many
decisions about educating children.
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We also recognize there’s a Federal re-
sponsibility to make sure that we help schools
achieve a very important goal, and that is
every child learn to read, something that
Laura’s been very much involved in.

I’m pleased that we were able to pass the
tax relief plan that gave working people their
own—let them keep their own money. It
turned out to be—by simplifying the code
and dropping the bottom rate, for example,
to 10 percent, as well as making sure that
there’s a child credit, increasing the child
credit, getting rid of the death tax—all the
tax measures were very fortuitous because
the economy began to slow down in March.
And I strongly believe that by providing the
first phase of tax relief, it helped cushion
what could have been a very, very hard land-
ing.

In the House, we passed an energy plan.
It’s the first time an administration laid out
an energy plan. And the House passed it; it’s
stuck in the Senate. I’m pleased that a good
piece of environmental policy was passed last
night and that I intend to sign, which is the
brownsfield legislation, legislation that will
help cities around America clean up all in-
dustrial sites. It’s really good work, bipartisan
work. We’ve worked closely with members
of both parties to get the bill passed, and
I look forward to signing that.

The Faith-Based Initiative is such a vital
initiative for making sure that there’s some-
thing beyond welfare for people who have
lost hope in life. And that bill passed the
House. I look forward to working with the
Senate sponsors, Senator Lieberman and
Senator Santorum, to get it past the Senate.
We need to get a Patients’ Bill of Rights
done—Bill of Rights done next year.

I must tell you, I’m disappointed that the
Senate did not follow up on the opportunity
to pass a stimulus package that would have
taken care of workers. We worked really hard
with members of both parties to get legisla-
tion that would do two things: one, help
workers by extending unemployment insur-
ance, as well as helping with their health
care; and then there was a—part of the pack-
age that would encourage investment and job
creation. It just didn’t get done, and that’s
a big disappointment. I know there was
enough votes to get it out of the Senate, had

there been the will to get the bill done. And
maybe early next year we can work on it
again.

But all in all, it’s been a fabulous year for
Laura and me. We’re so grateful to be living
in this compound, and I’m grateful to be
working in this office. It’s a joy to walk in
here every morning, realizing that I’m the
President of the greatest country on the face
of the Earth.

Anything you want to say?
The First Lady. Happy holidays to every-

body. Very happy New Year.
The President. Why don’t you say some-

thing about the rug?
The First Lady. Do you want to hear

more about the rug?
Q. Where was it made?
The President. Thank you, Terry [Terry

Moran, ABC News]. [Laughter]
The First Lady. It was made, actually, in

New York. Edward Fields is the company.
I went and watched as it was being made.
They have—it was very interesting. They
have huge racks the rug is up on, and then
they developed this electric needle that sort
of looks like a drill, and the yarn is actually
sort of painted on with this electric drill.

We took a long time working on the design
of it, and the colors. We went back and forth
several times with strike-offs on the colors
until we got what we liked. I think it’s really
pretty. They’ve done a beautiful job.

In late January, we’re going to ask every-
one who had to do with the Oval Office—
Scalamandre, who made the couches and—
the fabric on the couches; Brunschwig, the
fabric on the drapes; the Drapery House,
which is also out of New York, that made
them; the museums that loaned these paint-
ings from Texas; Tom Lea’s widow, Sarah
Lea; W.H.D. Koerner’s son, who we found
through Joey O’Neill, who loaned that paint-
ing to us. So we’ll ask you back at that time
to meet all the people who had something
to do with the decorating of the Oval Office.

Q. Mr. President, can we ask you——
The President. Sure.

Situation in Afghanistan
Q. Do you think that perhaps the cease-

fires and the talks about possible surrender
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negotiations gave bin Laden a chance to
sneak out of Afghanistan or——

The President. Ron [Ron Fournier, Asso-
ciated Press], I don’t know where he is. I
haven’t heard much from him recently.
And—which means he could be in a cave
that doesn’t have an opening to it anymore
or could be in a cave where he can get out
or may have tried to slither out into neigh-
boring Pakistan. We don’t know. But I will
tell you this: We’re going to find him.

And one of the things I said early on in
this war was that—I told the American peo-
ple that this administration would be patient
and would be relentless. And you’re talking
to a patient man when it comes to achieving
the objectives, because I understand the de-
gree of difficulty has increased significantly.

The first part of the objective was to de-
stroy the Taliban’s military. That was rel-
atively easy. Secondly, the objective was to
hold those accountable who had harbored Al
Qaida. It took a while, but once we were able
to bring our military strength, made our mili-
tary strength—air strength, in particular—
with boots on the ground, commitment of
troops, it unfolded well.

Now we’re on the hunt. And we’re chasing
one or two, three or four, 20 individuals at
a time. And this is pretty rugged country, as
you know. And so we’re slowly but surely
chasing down every single lead. And as our
friends and allies take over more and more
of the country and as the new Government
gets, in the beginning, gets into place, we’ll
continue to get good intelligence, and we’ll
continue to chase Mr. bin Laden and oth-
ers—Abu Zabeda, Zawahiri. I could give you
the list of names.

But if they think they can hide from the
United States, they’re making a terrible mis-
take again. And we’ll get him; we’ll bring him
to justice. I wish I could give you the exact
moment, but I can’t. And frankly, since this
administration is in the fight against terror
for the long pull, I am not the least bit anx-
ious about bringing a particular individual to
justice. I know that we’ve disrupted the Al
Qaida network.

Today I was briefed that there are hun-
dreds of Al Qaida fighters being held hos-
tage. And by the way, we’re in the process
of developing a system to deal with each and

every fighter, depending upon the nature of
the fighter—how to deal with them legally.
And I’ve instructed the National Security
Council to take their time and to come up
with a process to deal with foreign Al Qaida
fighters, Taliban, Walker. I have no answer
on Walker yet because I want the process
to be able to address all the different cir-
cumstances that may arise, and then we’ll be
able to brief the country as to how we’re
going to deal with these people.

John Walker
Q. Are you nearing, though, a decision?

Can you describe who you’re consulting with,
and have you——

The President. Well, I tasked the Na-
tional Security Council to work up a strategy
on how to deal with each and every person
that we capture. And obviously, Walker is
unique in that he’s the first American Al
Qaida fighter that we have captured. And we
will announce to the country when we have
made up our mind on all—on how to deal
with a wide variety of cases.

Walker, himself, is being well-treated on
a ship of ours that is—I suspect he’s finding
his berth a little better than it was when he
was placed in the prison in Afghanistan. And
we’ve heard, the administration has heard
from his lawyer, and we’ve told his lawyer
that at the appropriate time we’ll let every-
body know, including his family, how we’re
going to proceed with Walker, as well as oth-
ers that have become captured during this
war.

But no, we don’t have an announcement
today.

Q. And nothing has been ruled out? Like
treason—have you ruled out treason?

The President. No, nothing has been
ruled out because I want to make—obvi-
ously, every decision we make at this point
will set precedent for future decisions. And
I want us to fully think through all the rami-
fications of the different options. And De-
fense and the Justice Department are taking
the lead on preparing a strategy.

This ought to be a strategy, by the way,
that when we capture somebody who has a
certain characteristic to him, that then the
process ought to automatically kick in as to
how that person is dealt with. And I think
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we owe that to the country, to take our time.
And then I’ll make it clear—somebody will
make it clear once the decision is made.

Economic Stimulus Package
Q. Sir, would you consider bringing—or

asking Congress to come back early and fin-
ish the economic stimulus?

The President. No.
Q. Are you angry at anyone in Congress?
The President. No, I’m not angry at all.

I’m joyous. I welcome the holiday season.
No, but I don’t intend to bring them back
early.

Q. What is the impact of not passing a
stimulus before the end of the year?

The President. Well, the impact was it
was disappointing.

Q. What about for the American people?
The President. Well, we’ll just have to

see. We’ll have to see what the effects are.
And we’ll have time when they come back
to take a looksee at the state of the economy.
We’re continuing to get mixed signals. Hope-
fully, the economy will be good, but we’ll
just have to—we’ll deal with it when we get
back.

But I think the people, a lot of people are
going to ask the question, why couldn’t they
get something done? And one of my jobs was
to facilitate an agreement. And I went up
to Capitol Hill, as you know—one of my rare
appearances up there—and sat down with
Democrats and Republicans from both bod-
ies who had made the commitment to work
together to get a bill. And there was a great—
it’s a very good bill, by the way—billions of
dollars of help for displaced workers. And
the will to get something done just wasn’t
there.

Q. Mr. President, do you think a stimulus
is a must?

The President. Is a——
Q. Is a must.
The President. Oh, a must. We’ll see. I

thought it was important to get a good stim-
ulus package out, as well as I thought it was
very important to take care of displaced
workers. And the bill that I supported and
my administration helped craft with both the
Democrats and Republicans would have
done just that. But we’ll see when we come
back and take a look.

Nature of the Coalition

Q. Mr. President, you had said that the
next phase of the war following the defeat
of the military in Afghanistan would be hunt-
ing down these groups wherever they—
across the globe and that countries who
didn’t work with us were against us. So do
we have any sort of timelines or goals that
we’ve set up for these countries where we
know Al Qaida and other groups that we’ve
put on our list of terrorism are functioning,
where we’re going to say at a certain point,
you’re not doing as much as we had expected
of you?

The President. Yes, I hear what you’re
saying. Well, I also said that sometimes the
war will take place and actions will take place
that the American people won’t be able to
see. And by that I mean that this is a
multifront war that will be effective when we
cut off money or encourage governments to
round up Al Qaida cells. And we are encour-
aging governments to try to round up and
sometimes—and bring to justice Al Qaida
cells.

But it wouldn’t be very wise for me to de-
scribe those to you because the Al Qaida cell
we’re trying to round up may flee. But yes,
we’re constantly talking to countries, remind-
ing them that if you’re with us, perform. I’m
a performance-oriented person; I believe in
results.

And many of the world leaders that have
been here in the Oval Office will tell you
that one of the strong messages that I send
is, ‘‘Thank you for your condolences. I appre-
ciate your flowers. Now arrest somebody if
they’re in your country, and we will help you.
We’ll give you the intelligence necessary to
show you who they are and where they are.
And we will—if you need be, we’ll be glad
to lend some troops.’’ Now, that hasn’t hap-
pened yet, but the enemy needs to know that
we’re on the hunt. And part of being—and
friends need to know, if you’re a member
of the coalition, we expect you to perform.

Q. Are there any—I mean, obviously,
you’re not going to delineate for us the con-
versations that are happening, but are there
any phone calls going to countries, friends,
or allies——
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The President. All the time. All the time
we’re reminding people that this is a per-
formance-oriented world. If you want to win
the war on terror, you must perform. And
a good area, for example, is in the financial
area, where we’re constantly working with
nations to help them chase down money that
is moving illegally. There’s a lot of coopera-
tion.

But you asked a very interesting ques-
tion—do you keep a scorecard? And the an-
swer is, I do. I do, because I’m an old base-
ball guy, and I like to keep the score. I like
to see who’s performing and who’s not per-
forming. It’s a part of being a coalition.

Tommy Franks said something interesting
the other day—and by the way, he was one
year ahead of Laura at Midland Lee High
School. [Laughter] They were ‘‘Fighting
Rebels’’ together. [Laughter] But Tommy
said, ‘‘This war—the phase of this war is kind
of like a baseball game.’’ Of course, my ears
perked up. He said, ‘‘There will be a lot of
moments of boredom, and then there would
be some great joy as we’’—what he was say-
ing was that we’re in a slow pursuit to achieve
the objective that Ron talked about.

Last question.

Domestic Security
Q. Sir, can you say that the country is more

secure today and less vulnerable to terrorism
than it was before September 11th?

The President. Yes, sir. The country is
more secure today and less vulnerable to at-
tack than before September the 11th because
the enemy has made it clear that we are a
target, and we responded.

America never dreamt before September
the 11th anybody would attack us. We knew
there were threats. During the summer there
had been some threats to overseas assets that
we responded to. But we really never felt
that—we had the sense that we’re invulner-
able. And now they’ve made it clear that
they’re not afraid to attack us.

And so, one, we’re aware. Secondly, we
have got a much better system of sharing in-
formation—information we gather overseas
to agencies here at home. When we get a
hint—and by the way, as a result of the coali-
tion, there is much more intelligence-sharing
going on. So oftentimes we’ll get a lead from

an intelligence service, say in the Middle
East or in Europe, and that piece of informa-
tion will be analyzed and passed immediately
on to the FBI, that has now shifted its culture
from one of doing important work, like
white-collar crime or spy-on-spy work, to
prevention. That is the most, primary job of
the FBI, is to prevent a further attack.

And there’s over 4,000 agents working on
every single lead we get—leads that some-
times prove to be false but sometimes indi-
cate that there could be somebody here in
the country that is—intends to do us harm.
And we will use whatever resources nec-
essary to haul them in if that’s the case.

So yes, the country is safer. Is it still—
totally safe? No. And that’s why, as I’ve told
you, my main job, my main worry for Amer-
ica is to prevent another attack. Every morn-
ing at 6:50 a.m. in the morning, I come in
here, and I think about the possibilities. And
every day I meet with the FBI Director and
Tom Ridge and John Ashcroft, along with
George Tenet, reminding them that we have
an awesome responsibility to do whatever we
can to protect the American people. And
we’ve made great progress since September
the 11th.

The American people need to know that
even though we go into a holiday season, this
Government will be doing everything we can
to keep our country safe. We’re keeping
CAPs up, we’re keeping—those are military
flights around—just to make sure if some-
body tries to attack us, there will be—we’ll
have the measures in place to prevent it.

Listen, I hope you all have a great holiday.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ayman Al-Zawahiri, founder of the
Egyptian Islamic Jihad; and Gen. Tommy Franks,
USA, commander in chief, U.S. Central Com-
mand. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Pakistan Extremist
Groups
December 21, 2001

Yesterday, at a ceremony marking the
100th day since the September 11 terrorist
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attacks, I detailed actions the United States
Government has taken in response to ter-
rorist attacks here and abroad.

At the same time, I announced that the
U.S. Government had blocked the assets of
two more terrorist organizations:

• Umma Tameer-e-Nau (UTN), an orga-
nization that claimed to feed the hungry
and needy of Afghanistan but that in
fact provided information about nuclear
weapons to Al Qaida; and

• Lashkar-e-Taiba, a stateless sponsor of
terrorism that has conducted operations
against Indian troops and civilian tar-
gets.

I also condemned the terrorist attacks
against the Indian Parliament and the Kash-
mir Legislature and extended condolences to
the Indian Government and the families of
the victims.

These attacks were meant to strike at In-
dia’s democracy and kill its leaders but were
also intended to undermine Pakistan, harm
the rapidly improving U.S.-Pakistan relation-
ship, and to destabilize the global coalition
against terrorism.

I have strongly condemned the attacks. I
call upon President Musharraf to take deci-
sive action against Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, and other terrorist organiza-
tions, their leaders, finances, and activities.

President Musharraf has condemned the
terrorist attacks on the Legislature in
Srinagar and on the Indian Parliament. He
has said that he would move against those
involved in the attacks. As President
Musharraf does so, he will have our full sup-
port.

Joint Statement by the Leaders of the
United States of America, Canada
and the United Mexican States on
Argentina
December 21, 2001

Argentina is our neighbor and friend and
we have witnessed recent events with con-
cern and compassion. We hope that all Ar-
gentines can come together to find a solution
that leads the country back to sustainable
growth and prosperity. We applaud the great
strength displayed by Argentina’s institutions

through this period, and reiterate our con-
fidence in the country’s standing as one of
the Western Hemisphere’s leading democ-
racies.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Nursultan
Nazarbayev on the New Kazakhstan-
American Relationship
December 21, 2001

We declare our commitment to strengthen
the long-term, strategic partnership and co-
operation between our nations, seeking to
advance a shared vision of a peaceful, pros-
perous and sovereign Kazakhstan in the 21st
Century that is increasingly integrated into
the global economy and the community of
democratic nations. To this end, we will ad-
vance our cooperation on counterterrorism
and non-proliferation, democratic political
and free-market economic reform, and mar-
ket-based investment and development of
energy resources.

These goals further reflect our recognition
that the threats of terrorism and proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction endanger the
security not only of the United States and
Kazakhstan, but of the world at large. We
therefore seek to develop our security co-
operation to address these challenges and
foster cooperation among Kazakhstan, its
Central Asian neighbors, the United States,
and our European friends, partners, and al-
lies. In pursuit of these objectives, we are
determined to deepen cooperation bilaterally
and within NATO’s Partnership for Peace.

We reiterate our intent to cooperate in the
war against terrorism to its conclusion and
within the framework of the international co-
alition. We underscore our support for a
broad-based Afghan government at peace in-
ternally and with its neighbors. We also
pledge our readiness to cooperate in Afghani-
stan’s reconstruction.

Recognizing that Kazakhstan was the first
country to renounce its nuclear-weapons sta-
tus voluntarily, we reaffirm our mutual com-
mitment to the non-proliferation of weapons
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of mass destruction. Both sides agree on the
need for urgent attention to improving the
physical protection and accounting of all nu-
clear, chemical, and biological weapons ma-
terials in all possessor states, and to pre-
venting illicit trafficking in these materials.
We pledge to expand our cooperation on
these matters under the United States-
Kazakhstan Cooperative Threat Reduction
Agreement.

In the spirit of partnership, Kazakhstan
and the United States intend to strengthen
joint activity in ensuring security and stability
in Central Asia. We agree that the expansion
of trade and economic ties among the states
of Central Asia, and deepening of regional
integration in important areas, such as the
environment, water resources, and transpor-
tation systems are a basis for regional secu-
rity. The United States will consider enhanc-
ing assistance programs to Kazakhstan to
strengthen border security and to increase
the defensive capabilities of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

We recognize that free market economies
and the rule of law provide the most effective
means to advance the welfare of our citizens
and the stability of our societies. The United
States and Kazakhstan pledge to advance our
bilateral economic, trade, and investment re-
lations, including through expanded contacts
between the business communities of our
countries. We will strive to further develop
an attractive, transparent and predictable in-
vestment climate. Achieving this goal re-
quires removal of legislative and administra-
tive barriers to investment, strengthening re-
spect for contracts and the rule of law, reduc-
ing corruption, and enhancing Kazakhstan’s
strong record on economic reform.

We also intend to cooperate to advance
Kazakhstan’s integration in the global econ-
omy by supporting Kazakhstan’s accession to
the World Trade Organization on the basis
of standard and agreed criteria, and its grad-
uation from the Jackson-Vanik Amendment.

We affirm our desire to strengthen our en-
ergy partnership to diversify export options
for Kazakhstan’s oil and gas and to diversify
global energy supplies. We share the view
that a key element of this effort is develop-
ment of multiple pipelines that will ensure
delivery of Caspian energy to world markets,

unfettered by monopolies or constrained by
geographic chokepoints. We welcome the re-
cent opening of the Caspian Pipeline Consor-
tium (CPC) Pipeline and underscore our
support for development of the Aktau-Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil export route on commer-
cial terms. We will also work together to pro-
tect the rights of foreign investors and to
abide by decisions of courts, particularly of
international courts of arbitration.

Recognizing that democracy is a corner-
stone of long-term stability, we reaffirm our
desire to strengthen democratic institutions
and processes, such as independent media,
local government, pluralism, and free and
fair elections. We also reiterate our mutual
commitments to advance the rule of law and
promote freedom of religion and other uni-
versal human rights as promoted by the
United Nations and the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, of which
we are both members. Finally, we pledge to
enhance understanding between the citizens
of our two countries by promoting people-
to-people exchanges, initiatives of non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and contacts be-
tween business people.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Establishing the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge
December 21, 2001

Today I am very pleased to sign into law
H.R. 1230, which will establish the Detroit
River International Wildlife Refuge, the first-
ever international wildlife refuge.

The Detroit River on the Michigan-Can-
ada border has lost over 95 percent of its
coastal wetland habitat and has been des-
ignated a Waterfowl Habitat Area of Concern
by the Canadian and American governments.
Establishing this International Wildlife Ref-
uge will do a lot to provide this special place
with the protection that it needs.

This area is a prime waterfowl migration
corridor and is considered a special place for
sportsmen, birders, and boaters. An esti-
mated 300,000 diving ducks stop in the River
to rest and feed during their fall migration
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from Canada. At least 65 species of fish live
in the Detroit River, including millions of
walleye.

This innovative legislation enhances pub-
lic-private partnerships for conservation and
habitat restoration. I want to thank the many
area businesses and groups that developed
the conservation vision for the refuge.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 21, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 1230, approved December 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–91.

Statement on Signing the Zimbabwe
Democracy and Economic Recovery
Act of 2001
December 21, 2001

Today I have signed into law S. 494, the
‘‘Zimbabwe Democracy and Economic Re-
covery Act of 2001.’’ This Act symbolizes the
clear bipartisan resolve in the United States
to promoting human rights, good govern-
ance, and economic development in Africa.
My Administration shares fully the Congress’
deep concerns about the political and eco-
nomic hardships visited upon Zimbabwe by
that country’s leadership. I hope the provi-
sions of this important legislation will support
the people of Zimbabwe in their struggle to
effect peaceful democratic change, achieve
economic growth, and restore the rule of law.

Section 4(c) of the Act purports to direct
the executive branch to oppose and vote
against the extension of loans or the cancella-
tion of debt in international financial institu-
tions unless and until I make a certification
or national interest determination. I am con-
cerned that this provision burdens my con-
stitutional authority in the area of foreign af-
fairs to conduct negotiations and cast votes
in international organizations. I will construe
the provision as being subject to my exclusive
authority to negotiate or vote in international
financial institutions.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 21, 2001.

NOTE: S. 494, approved December 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–99.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 17
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and then met with
the National Security Council.

The White House announced that the
President has invited Prime Minister Leszek
Miller of Poland to visit Washington, DC,
on January 11, 2002.

December 18
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and then met with
the Homeland Security Council. He also had
telephone conversations with congressional
Democrats concerning proposed economic
stimulus legislation. Later, he met with con-
gressional leaders to discuss proposed eco-
nomic stimulus legislation, and he also gave
them White House Christmas ornaments as
holiday gifts.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Con-
stantine Simitis of Greece to Washington,
DC, on January 10, 2002.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sharon Brown-Hruska to be a
Commissioner of the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nancy Dorn to be Deputy Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

The President announced his intention to
designate John Thomas Korsmo as Chairman
of the Federal Housing Finance Board.

December 19
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Vladimir
Putin of Russia to express holiday wishes and
discuss U.S.-Russian relations. Later, he had
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intelligence and FBI briefings and then met
with the National Security Council.

Later in the morning, the President went
to the U.S. Capitol to meet with House
Democrats and bipartisan congressional
leaders concerning proposed economic stim-
ulus legislation. He also met with the House
and Senate Republican conference members
to discuss proposed economic stimulus legis-
lation and congratulate them on their accom-
plishments of the past year.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Valdas
Adamkus of Lithuania to Washington, DC,
on January 23, 2002.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister
Bulent Ecevit of Turkey to Washington, DC,
on January 16, 2002.

December 20
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Ismail
Omar Guelleh of Djibouti to discuss co-
operation against terrorism. Later, he had in-
telligence and FBI briefings and then met
with the Homeland Security Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paul S. Atkins and Cynthia A.
Glassman to be Commissioners of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Helen Mercer Witt, Chair, Ira F.
Jaffe, and David P. Twomey to the Presi-
dent’s Emergency Board No. 237.

December 21
In the afternoon, the President met with

President Nursultan Nazarbayev of
Kazakhstan in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth Y. Tomlinson and Steven
J. Simmons to be members of the Broad-
casting Board of Governors.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Howard Anthony Schmidt to be
Vice Chair of the President’s Critical Infra-
structure Protection Board.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted December 20

Paul S. Atkins,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Securities
and Exchange Commission for the remainder
of the term expiring June 5, 2003, vice Arthur
Levitt, Jr., resigned.

Dan Gregory Blair,
of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy
Director of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, vice John U. Sepulveda, resigned.

Nancy Southard Bryson,
of the District of Columbia, to be General
Counsel of the Department of Agriculture,
vice Charles R. Rawls, resigned.

Linda Morrison Combs,
of North Carolina, to be Chief Financial Offi-
cer, Environmental Protection Agency, vice
Sallyanne Harper.

Cynthia A. Glassman,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Securities
and Exchange Commission for a term expir-
ing June 5, 2006, vice Laura S. Unger, term
expired.

William Leidinger,
of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for
Management, Department of Education,
vice Rodney A. McCowan, resigned.

Matthew D. Orwig,
of Texas, to be U.S. Attorney for the Eastern
District of Texas for the term of 4 years, vice
John Michael Bradford, resigned.

Eve Slater,
of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Health and Human Services, vice David
Satcher, resigned.
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Submitted December 21

Jane J. Boyle,
of Texas, to be U.S. Attorney for the North-
ern District of Texas for the term of 4 years,
vice Paul Edward Coggins, resigned.

Johnny Lewis Hughes,
of Maryland, to be U.S. Marshal for the Dis-
trict of Maryland for the term of 4 years, vice
George K. McKinney.

Randy Merlin Johnson,
of Alaska, to be U.S. Marshal for the District
of Alaska for the term of 4 years, vice John
R. Murphy.

James K. Vines,
of Tennessee, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Middle District of Tennessee for the term
of 4 years, vice John Marshall Roberts, re-
signed.

Larry Wade Wagster,
of Mississippi, to be U.S. Marshal for the
Northern District of Mississippi for the term
of 4 years, vice John David Crews, Jr.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released December 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Polish
Prime Minister Leszek Miller To Visit Wash-
ington

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s health

Released December 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Prime Minister of Greece Simitis to Wash-
ington

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed into law H.J. Res.
71, H.R. 717, H.R. 1766, H.R. 2261, and
H.R. 2454

Released December 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Lithuanian
President Valdas Adamkus To Visit Wash-
ington

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Prime Minister Ecevit of Turkey to Wash-
ington

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit and U.S.
Court of International Trade Judge

Released December 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Eastern District of Texas

Fact sheet: Day 100 of the War on Terrorism:
More Steps To Shut Down Terrorist Support
Networks

Released December 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.J. Res. 79, H.J.
Res. 80, H.R. 10, H.R. 1761, H.R. 2061, H.R.
2540, H.R. 2716, H.R. 2944, S. 1196, and
S.J. Res. 26

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Mar-
shals for the Northern District of Mississippi,
the District of Alaska, and the District of
Maryland

Announcement of nominations for U.S. At-
torneys for the Northern District of Texas
and the Middle District of Tennessee
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved December 15

H.J. Res. 78 / Public Law 107–83
Making further continuing appropriations for
the fiscal year 2002, and for other purposes

Approved December 18

H.R. 717 / Public Law 107–84
Muscular Dystrophy Community Assistance,
Research and Education Amendments of
2001

H.R. 1766 / Public Law 107–85
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 4270 John Marr
Drive in Annandale, Virginia, as the ‘‘Stan
Parris Post Office Building’’

H.R. 2261 / Public Law 107–86
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 2853 Candler Road
in Decatur, Georgia, as the ‘‘Earl T.
Shinhoster Post Office’’

H.R. 2299 / Public Law 107–87
Department of Transportation and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002

H.R. 2454 / Public Law 107–88
To redesignate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 5472
Crenshaw Boulevard in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Congressman Julian C. Dixon
Post Office’’

H.J. Res. 71 / Public Law 107–89
Amending title 36, United States Code, to
designate September 11 as Patriot Day

Approved December 21

H.R. 10 / Public Law 107–90
Railroad Retirement and Survivors’ Improve-
ment Act of 2001

H.R. 1230 / Public Law 107–91
Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge
Establishment Act

H.R. 1761 / Public Law 107–92
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Services located at 8588 Richmond
Highway in Alexandria, Virginia, as the
‘‘Herb Harris Post Office Building’’

H.R. 2061 / Public Law 107–93
To amend the charter of Southeastern Uni-
versity of the District of Columbia

H.R. 2540 / Public Law 107–94
Veterans’ Compensation Rate Amendments
of 2001

H.R. 2716 / Public Law 107–95
Homeless Veterans Comprehensive Assist-
ance Act of 2001

H.R. 2944 / Public Law 107–96
District of Columbia Appropriations Act,
2002

H.J. Res. 79 / Public Law 107–97
Making further continuing appropriations for
the fiscal year 2002, and for other purposes

H.J. Res. 80 / Public Law 107–98
Appointing the day for the convening of the
second session of the One Hundred Seventh
Congress

S. 494 / Public Law 107–99
Zimbabwe Democracy and Economic Recov-
ery Act of 2001

S. 1196 / Public Law 107–100
Small Business Investment Company
Amendments Act of 2001

S.J. Res. 26 / Public Law 107–101
Providing for the appointment of Patricia Q.
Stonesifer as a citizen regent of the Board
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution
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